
THIS month we are looking at the problem that
faces you when you have a choice of suits to show as
responder. Partner opens the bidding and you could
bid one suit or another. Will you be able to show
your suit lengths accurately? Are you worth two bids
or one bid? Will the opponents be able to intervene
and disrupt you? 
All these questions are things you need to bear in

mind, and hopefully you will find the right bid and
reach the right contract by following a few simple
rules.

Responding to 1® – Bid Suits up the Line

There is a treatment (becoming increasingly more
popular) called ‘Walsh’, which involves responding
major suits to 1® ahead of diamonds. While this is
perfectly sensible if you play five-card majors, it
does not fit in with Acol at all. Playing four-card
majors the best strategy when partner opens 1® is
to respond in your longest suit first, and respond 1t
if you have four diamonds and four of a major. The
major-suit fit (if one exists) will come to light very
quickly, and you have the advantage of letting the
strong hand play the contract, and also of reaching
a diamond fit when that is sensible. 
Imagine you have these hands and partner opens

1®:

Hand A Hand B Hand C
´ K 9 8 4 ´ K 10 8 4 ´ 6 4 
™ Q 4 3 ™ 6 5 4 ™ K J 10 8
t K 7 5 3 t Q J 8 7 3 t 9 4 3 2
® 8 7 ® 8 ® J 6 2

Hand A should respond 1t and wait to see what
partner does. If a 4-4 spade fit exists, then partner
will be rebidding 1´ and you have an easy raise to
2´. 
Hand B is a more extreme case; you must respond

1t. It is true that this makes it easier for the next

hand to bid hearts but if the auction gets
competitive it is essential that you have started by
bidding your longest suit so that your side can reach
its best fit. 
On Hand C you should respond 1™ (there is no

need to carry a principle to extremes!). If the
auction becomes competitive, you don’t mind hid -
ing the diamonds forever and if the next hand bids
spades (or indeed anything), then you have at least
indicated a good lead to your partner. 
Why is it so crucial to respond 1t on Hand B?

Have a look at the shape and try and work out what
will happen if you respond 1´. 
You have cut out partners ability to rebid 1™ or

show diamonds; he will often end up having to
rebid 2®, you will pass and now you will be in a
stupid contract. 
If he has these hands, for example:

Hand 1 Hand 2
´ A 3 ´ Q
™ 7 3 ™ K J 9 7
t A K 10 2 t K 4 2
® Q 7 6 4 3 ® A J 9 6 4

On Hand 1  he opens 1®; you respond 1t; he raises
diamonds, and you score 130. If you respond 1´, he
has to rebid 2® (2t is a reverse, remember) and you
play in a 5-1 fit for -200 – ugh. 
On Hand 2 if you respond 1´ the same situation

arises. If you respond 1t, partner will rebid 1™ and
you can pass it, being satisfied that a 4-3 fit at the
one level will be perfectly safe. 
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Partner Opens 1-Red-Suit – Show Your Major
at the One Level or a Minor at the Two Level? 

The situation is invariably more complicated if
partner opens one of a red suit, as now you have a
choice between showing a major at the one level or
a minor at the two level. 
Have a look at these two hands and see which

auction you prefer:

´ A Q 9 4 ´ K 10 8 3
™ 5 ™ Q 3 2
t K 10 7 6 4 t Q
® A 5 2 ® K 9 6 4 3

Auction (a) Auction (b)
West East West East
1t 2® 1t 1´
2t Pass 3´ 4´

Pass

In Auction (a) no-one has done anything silly yet
the final contract is ridiculous. 2t isn’t the end of
the world, but you might be in the ridiculous
situation of going down in a part-score when you
can make game in another suit!
Where did East-West go wrong? Certainly West is

not worth a reverse after a 2® response, and neither
is East strong enough to respond 2® and then bid
spades next time.
The sequence 1t – 2® – 2t – 2´ is called a

‘responder’s reverse’ and should show a game-
forcing hand with at least five clubs and four spades.
The sensible approach is for East to respond 1´

initially and hide the clubs for the time being. (If
partner has five diamonds and four clubs, he can
rebid clubs and then you can support them.) If
partner rebids 2t, you can pass with a clear
conscience, and if a 4-4 spade fit exists, then you
have just found it.
Note that the key factor here was that East was

only worth one bid, and if that is the case then it is
better to show the major suit at the one level and
hide the minor forever. 
If you increase the high-card strength of the East

hand by adding, say, the king of hearts as well, now
it is perfectly sensible to respond 2® and then
reverse into 2´. 
Responding a major at the one level can often

have hidden benefits. Look at these two hands:
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´ A 2 ´ K 8 5 4
™ K 8 7 3 2 ™ 6
t J 4 t K Q 10 5 3
® K Q 10 5 ® J 8 3

Which auction do you prefer? 

Auction (a) Auction (b)
West East West East
1™ 2t 1™ 1´
2™ Pass 2® Pass

In the first auction the rush to the two level has
cramped the bidding and not allowed the two hands
to show their suits properly. The resulting 5-1 fit
will not be comfortable and needs a fair bit of luck
to make. 
In the second auction the lower bid has allowed

more space for the opener to define his hand,
allowing a modest club fit to come to light. Both
hands have got their major off their chest and the
opener has defined his shape and strength. Note
that if East-West had a 5-4 diamond fit they could
still have reached 3t as West would rebid 2t and
East can raise. And if East-West had an eight-card
diamond fit? Well, while this might go missing if
East responded 1´, the same is true if East bid 2t –
West would rebid 2™ and East would pass once
more. 
Let’s Review the Dos and Don’ts of choosing

which suit to respond:

Do:

• Bid suits up the line in response to 1®.

• Respond major suits first to 1t/1™ if you
have a hand that is only worth one bid.

Don’t:

• Bid a four-card major suit first and then
introduce a five-card minor; partner will
always expect the suit you bid first to be
longer

• Rush to respond at the two level just
because you can. If your hand is only just
worth a 2-over-1 response (a good 9
points) then you will have to pass partner’s
rebid and you might be in a bad spot.

• Use a responder’s reverse unless you have
enough points for game. r
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