
WHAT are your earliest bridge memories?
My mother played bridge every Tuesday afternoon
with seven friends for forty years, but she never
taught me! Amy Dale, a lovely lady, taught four of us
how to play bridge at the Harrow Bridge Club in
1969. She sat the four of us down on the steps, gave
us four lessons and sent us into the duplicate. We
didn’t know how bad we were, but we just got on
and played. Later, we came back for more lessons! 

So what does bridge mean to you?
Even though I was never as good a bridge player as
I was a cricketer, and always better with a googly
than with Gerber, bridge has given me great pleasure.
Playing in a duplicate is a wonderful way of spend -
ing three hours; the time passes quickly and I find it
easy to switch off from the other challenges in life. 

SBBC is a huge success; how did that come about
and why did you decide to part with it?
I wouldn’t say I was the best person to run a
bridge club, but I got on and did it. I think that one
of the important decisions I made
was to make it a ‘pay-as-you-
play’ centre with no sub scription,
and that is why we have over
1500 bridge players who have
been to South Bucks. A visit to
Australia showed me the huge
opportunity for playing bridge
during the daytime, and social
daytime play is a big part of this
club. Now everyone is doing it,
but that was not always the case. 

Having started the centre and
kept it going for twenty years, I
thought to myself: ‘How do I
keep this thing alive which gives
pleasure to such a lot of people?’
Eventually I realised that I am
not as young as I was, and that I
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really needed to get some one else involved.

Why did you decide to give the club to EBED?
The word ‘charity’ had a powerful appeal for me. I
had considered making the club into a charity but
this seemed neater and I liked that EBED’s mission
is to make bridge more popular. I feel sure that
EBED will be around for the next twenty years, and
that will allow the club to continue, even if things
change round it. 

What are the tax benefits in giving to a charity?
Companies that make donations to a charity receive
a reduction in corporation tax and South Bucks
Bridge Centre Ltd will be able to donate any sur -
pluses to EBED. Also, donations by will attract a
reduction in Inheritance Tax if more than 10% of
the estate is given to charity.

EBED would be delighted to receive donations of
any size and kind. For information on how you can
donate, please see www.ebedcio.org.uk/donate r

EBED NEWS
Thank You, Laurie!

Laurie Champniss recently generously gave the South Bucks Bridge Centre to English Bridge Education & Development.
Simon Barb, EBED Manager, met Laurie to express EBED’s gratitude and talk about the donation.
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Laurie Champniss (second left, back row) on a 1973 MCC cricket tour
to East Africa with Bob Barber (first left, seated), and Tom Cartwright,
Peter Parfitt and team captain Mike Brearley (right to left, front row).


